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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS – US Daily Brief 13-05-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

09:30 ET 14:30 BST The President receives the President’s Daily Brief 

10:45 ET 15:45 BST The President welcomes His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan and His 

Royal Highness Crown Prince Hussein to the White House 

13:00 ET 18:00 BST Press Briefing by Press Secretary Jen Psaki 

14:30 ET 19:30 BST The President joins a meeting with local elected officials, chiefs of police, and 

a community violence intervention expert from cities across America  

15:00 ET 20:00 BST The President delivers remarks highlighting state and local leaders who are 

investing American Rescue Plan funding  

15:30 ET 20:30 BST The President participates in the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit  

 

Midterms Countdown: Idaho, Kentucky, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania Primaries: 3 days. 
2022 Midterm Elections: 182 days. The 2024 Presidential Election: 910 days 

 

Republican News 

• The January 6 select committee has subpoenaed five House Republicans, including 

Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy.  

• The subpoenas target allies of former president Donald Trump and represent an 

escalation in the committee’s strategy after a period of relative inaction. 

 

• Punchbowl News wrote: ‘The Jan. 6 committee’s decision to subpoena five GOP 

members of Congress – including House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy – signals a 

new phase of political struggle on Capitol Hill. We’re in uncharted territory now, and no 

one knows how this will be resolved.’ 

 

• The reps previously declined to provide voluntary testimony to the committee and are 

now presented with a challenging decision to either comply or refuse to comply with 

the subpoena. If the reps refuse to comply, then it’s likely that the final legal decision 

will be settled by the Department of Justice.  

 

• House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD): “If they want to subpoena me at some 

point in the future, I will go and I will tell the truth. McCarthy can avoid the subpoena 
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very easily. Simply agree to voluntarily come to the committee and tell the truth. That’s 

what they’re after – the truth.’ 

• Rep Gary Palmer (R-AL): ‘It’s very destructive of the institution. And it’s the kind of stuff 

that’s gonna be hard for the institution to recover from.’ 

• Rep John Katko (R-NY) ‘It was exactly my fear, it’s why we should have a balanced 

commission. Subpoenaing fellow members of Congress was exactly what I feared 

when you have unbalanced subpoena power in a commission.’ 

• Rep Mike Johnson (R-LA) ‘I think it’s a dangerous precedent. You’re going to turn 

members on each other like that. And then what does it mean for the future? We’re 

going to be in the majority. It’s like the Cold War. …’ 

Ukraine Aid 

• The ~USD$40 billion Ukraine military aid package for Ukraine failed to pass the Senate 

yesterday despite positive noises from Congressional leaders throughout the day.  

• The Senate is out of session today so it will be next week at the earliest before the bill 

can reach President Biden’s desk for a signature.  

• US military leaders now project a lapse in US weapons shipments to Ukraine next 

week as the funds available from presidential drawdown authority expire. 

• The fast-tracked Senate vote was blocked by Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) who 

demanded a provision that would designate a special federal watchdog to oversee how 

the funds are spent. 

ASEAN 

• The two-day ASEAN summit in Washington kicked off yesterday. 

• US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo said yesterday that the United States was 

‘looking to deepen resilience of supply chains with Southeast Asian partners.’  

• President Biden is hoping to use the event to encourage Southeast Asian leaders to 

take a stronger position on Russia and deepen economic ties in the region to keep 

pace with China’s strategic partnership with the bloc.  

 

• This analysis of the event from Foreign Policy shows why the region is ambivalent 

about the US position on Russia: 

o ‘Problem one: Most of these countries either aren’t democracies or are so 

deeply flawed as democracies that they’re less than inspired by the rhetoric. 

Problem two: In the eyes of much of the world, the country that’s doing the 

preaching—the United States—is a badly broken democracy that ought to heal 

itself first.’ 

o ‘…Biden welcomed leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), most of whom are autocrats or represent one-party states that show 

no signs of going democratic. Among them: Cambodia’s long-time strongman 

Hun Sen; Thai Prime Minister Pravuth Chan-ocha, a former general who seized 

power in a 2014 coup; and the authoritarian leaders of Vietnam, Laos, and 

Brunei. To Biden’s relief, the head of Myanmar’s junta, Min Aung Hlaing, 

another ASEAN member, was not among them.’ 

Congressional Business 
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The House will meet at 09:00 ET 14:00 BST 

The Senate is out 

Committee Schedule 

➢ HOUSE Financial Services Hearing: Task Force on Artificial Intelligence: Keeping Up 

with the Codes – Using AI for Effective RegTech 

➢ HOUSE Appropriations Hearing (Defence Subcommittee): Fiscal Year 2023 United 

States Air Force and Space Force Budget 

Gulf 

• Two House Democrats are introducing a motion today urging the Saudi Arabia and the 

UAE to honour obligations to the United States. 

• The resolution from Reps Tom Malinowski (D-NJ) and Abigail Spanberger (D-VA) 

states that the countries should: 

o ‘Honour their lasting friendship with the United States’ 

o ‘Recognize the United States contributions to their security’ 

o ‘Work together with the United States in good faith to increase oil production to 

stabilize energy markets’ 

• Malinowski: ‘They’ve made a choice now not to help us at a moment of extraordinary 

need and instead help Russia undermine Western sanctions.’ 

• Malinowski also threatened the removal of US Patriot missile systems from the Gulf. A 

strong-arm tactic that is unlikely to be received well in Riyadh or Abu Dhabi.  

Federal Reserve 

• Senate overwhelmingly voted yesterday to Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell for 

a second term. 

• Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ) voted ‘no’ in protest of the lack of Latino 

representation on the Federal Reserve board.   

• Senate Banking Chair Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said the Senate Banking Committee 

plans to hold a hearing on the next Biden Fed nominee, Michael Barr on May 19, to be 

followed with a confirmation vote within a few weeks. 

NATO 

• US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will travel to Europe to meet with the foreign 

ministers of NATO over the weekend. 

• On May 14 for an informal meeting with the foreign ministers of NATO states will take 

place in Berlin. Then the secretary will also attend the US-EU Trade and Technology 

Council in Paris on May 15.  

• A leader level NATO ministerial is scheduled to take place in Madrid in June.  

 

• Yesterday, Finland's President Sauli Niinistö and Prime Minister Sanna Marin urged 

their country to join NATO saying that the alliance would ‘strengthen Finland’s security.’   

• They said: ‘As a member of NATO, Finland would strengthen the entire defence 

alliance. Finland must apply for NATO membership without delay. We hope that the 
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national steps still needed to make this decision will be taken rapidly within the next 

few days.’   

• Pro-NATO former Finnish Prime Minister Alexander Stubb said: ‘It’s a colossal loss for 

Putin — colossal.’ 

• Russia will now have an additional 1,300 kilometres of border with NATO and the 

addition of a highly sophisticated military force aligned against them directly north of 

Saint Petersburg.  

 

• Politico writes: ‘As a NATO partner nation, Finland’s forces and weapons systems are 

already interoperable with the U.S. and other Western powers, unlike Ukraine which 

had relied heavily on Soviet-made equipment and material.’ 

• Secretary Jens Stoltenberg said that Finland would be ‘warmly welcomed into NATO, 

and the accession process would be smooth and swift.’   

• White House press secretary Jen Psaki said: ‘Having a strong NATO alliance, a strong 

western alliance—which is a defensive alliance, by the way---is good for our security 

around the world. And certainly, having a strong partnership with a range of countries, 

including Sweden and Finland if they decide to join should be reassuring to the 

American people about our own security interests.’   

 

• A bipartisan delegation of senators led by Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and 

Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC) will travel to Spain for the NATO summit in June. 

• The group will represent the US Senate in meetings with the alliance ‘to underscore 

US support for NATO.’  

• Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said in a statement: ‘At a time when 

democratic countries are threatened by authoritarian regimes, the Senate NATO 

Observer Group sends a strong bipartisan message of U.S. support for a robust and 

lasting transatlantic alliance.’ 

North Korea 

• White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said at her daily presser yesterday that the 

Biden administration is concerned that North Korea could be preparing for a nuclear 

test as President Biden visits the region later this month. 

• Biden is scheduled to visit South Korea and Japan from May 20-24 for talks with his 

Korean and Japanese counterparts. Psaki said Biden is also considering a visit to the 

Korean Demilitarized Zone, but a decision hasn’t been taken yet.  

Poll of the Day 

• A Monmouth University poll released yesterday has suggested that abortion is now the 

second most important policy issue for voters. 

• MU: 'Nearly half (48%) of Democrats say a candidate’s alignment with their views on 

abortion is extremely important to their vote, which is up from 31% who said the same 

in 2018.' 

• The poll reveals the dramatic shift in the midterm's landscape since the leaked 

SCOTUS ruling forecasting a rolling back of the reproductive rights protections of 'Roe 

v Wade.' 
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Chart 1: Most Important Issue in Congress Vote 

 

 

Source: Monmouth University 
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